Assessment Policy
Assessment plays an important part in helping parents, carers and practitioners to recognise
children’s progress, understand their needs, and to plan activities and support. Ongoing
assessment (also known as formative assessment) is an integral part of the learning and
development process. It involves practitioners observing children to understand their level of
achievement, interests and learning styles, and to then shape learning experiences for each
child reflecting those observations. In their interactions with children, practitioners should
respond to their own day-to-day observations about children’s progress and observations
that parents and carers share. EYFS Statutory Framework 2017 (page 13)
Introduction
Assessment is an essential part of the learning and development of children in Early Years.
Accurate assessment depends on us getting to know our children very well.
How do we get to know our children?






Home visits before the child starts
Observations in the nursery
Conversations with the children
Spending time with the children, playing alongside, facilitating their play and being
part of their world
Continuous discussions with parents/carers

We use the following key documents to underpin our practice:



Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (DfE 2017)
Developmental Matters (Early Education, 2012)
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Principles
Assessment should be:






Based upon on-going observation of children participating in everyday activities
Include spontaneous and planned observations
Take equal account of all aspects of the child’s learning and development
Actively engage parents in developing an accurate picture of a child’s development
Based on judgements of children’s development and learning skills, knowledge,
understanding and behaviour

Assessment should not:



Entail long breaks from interactions with children
Require excessive paperwork; paperwork should be limited to what is absolutely
necessary to promote children’s successful learning and development.

Children are assessed in the Prime and Specific Areas of Learning:
PRIME:




Personal and Social Development
Communication and Language
Physical Development

SPECIFIC:





Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the World
Expressive Art and Design

Focus Children
Staff will add observations and teaching that has taken place to the focus sheet (Appendix
A). This provides information about the interests of the child.
The process of focus children is as follows:






Focus child parent/carer sheet (Appendix B) is provided week before child is a focus
child. Parents/carers are asked to provide information about what their child has
been doing at home, their interests and any significant family occasions that are
happening. Parents/carers are also encouraged to email the Key Person
photographs.
Focus child sheet (Appendix B) is in the nursery for all staff to add observations to.
Focus sheet is shared with parents/carers at the end of the week.
Focus sheet forms part of assessment of the child.

We also use an assessment and observation tool called 2Simple to carry out observations of
children. These are emailed directly to parent/carers.
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2-year-old assessment progress check
The child’s Key Person will complete a Two-Year-Old Developmental Check (Appendix C)
for any child in their key group aged between 24 and 36 months. Information for the
developmental check will be collated through observations of the child and their interests
and conversations with parent/carers. The Prime areas of learning and Characteristics of
Effective Learning will be the focus areas. Once the Key Worker has enough information
they will arrange a meeting with the parent/carer to discuss their observations and gain
information from the parent/carers about their child in the family home. The Key Worker will
finalise the developmental check and a copy will be given to the parent/carers. The
observations will support the Key Worker to know how best to support the child in order for
them to develop and learn.

Assessment Calendar
Wallace Road Nursery School uses a programme called Making Children’s Learning Visible
to input all the children’s data. Assessment begins from the day the child starts, and then
observations will be collated three times an academic year-October, February and June.
The Headteacher will analyse the data and share information with the team. This might
include highlighting any identified areas of learning that attainment is low, any children
attaining lower than expected, and any children attaining higher than expected. Individual
Key Workers will know the attainment of the children in their key group. It is an expectation
that they will implement next steps for each child and provide opportunities in the nursery for
children to make progress and build on their interests and learning.

Baseline Assessment
A baseline assessment is the child’s first assessment at nursery. For children that start in
September, their baseline will be October, for children that start in January, their baseline will
be February, and for children that start in April, their assessment will be June. Each child
has an assessment sheet with all the Areas of Learning-Prime and Specific. The child’s Key
Workers will highlight statements they have observed, and any that have been discussed
during discussions with parent/carers. The Key Workers decide on a ‘best fit’ level, which is
then added to SIMS.

Developmental Phases
Key Workers at Wallace Road Nursery School use Developmental Matters to identify which
level and which age band children are working at. Developmental Matters splits children’s
first five years into six broad phases of development which overlap:
0-11 months
8-20 months
8-26 months
22-36 months
30- 50 months
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40-60 months
Key workers will assess whether children are Emerging, Developing or Secure.

Best fit model
A best fit model is used to determine children’s levels at each assessment stage. Key
Workers are aware that children develop at their own rates and in their own ways. Key
Workers read the statements in each broad phase of development and then reflect on their
knowledge of the children, alongside the evidence they have collated in the form of
observations, photographs and parent/carer contributions. With all this information Key
Workers then make a professional judgement about which age and stage best describes the
child for each Area of Learning (best fit).

Expected Attainment for baseline in WR34
On entering nursery children are 3 years old and it is expected that children will be working
within 30-50 months. Upon leaving nursery it is expected that children will be working within
40-60 months. We are mindful that children will have strengths and areas for development
in different areas of learning, and that this will fluctuate as they develop. Children are unique
and develop at their own rate and have different interests and styles of learning.

Parental engagement in observation and assessment procedures
We have an open door policy with parents/carers and they invited into the nursery at the
beginning of the session to settle and play with their children.
When the child leaves nursery parents/carers are given the photographs that have been
collated during the child’s time at nursery on a USB stick. A report is also written. This
report is given to parents/carers and the child’s feeder school.
We value the contribution of parents/carers and encourage them to share information on
their child’s learning and development.

Written by Beccy Merritt
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To be reviewed January 2021

Appendix A
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Planning for your child’s Learning Journey

Next week we will focusing on your child. We will be observing them while they play to find out
more about their interests and how they are progressing. At the end of the week I will arrange to
meet with you for 5-10 minutes to show you your child’s observed learning and interests.

It would really help us if you could take some photographs of your child/family enjoying activities
outside of school. This might be the weekly trip to the supermarket, or the park, or visiting other
family members, or even being in the family home.

We value the knowledge and understanding you have of your child and would really appreciate it
if you would share this with us so that we can work together to support your child’s learning and
development.

It would be helpful if this sheet and any photographs were emailed to me
by_________________________
Is there anything significant happening in your child’s life at the moment e.g. visits,
holidays, new pets, family celebrations. Is there anything you would like to share with us
about your child?
Photographs can be sent to my
email____________________________________________________

Thank you in advance for any information you share. __________________________________

Is there anything you would like to share with us about your child’s progress and
development?
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Appendix C

Date completed:
Date of meeting with parents:
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Name of child:
DOB:

Age in months:

Start date:
Number of sessions child attends

Characteristics of effective learning
Playing and exploring-engagement
• Finding out and exploring
• Playing with what they know
• Being willing to ‘have a go’

Active learning-motivation
• Being involved and
concentrating
• Perseverance
• Enjoying achieving what
they set out to do

Creating and thinking criticallythinking
• Having their own ideas
• Making links
• Choosing ways to do things

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Age/stage
band
Self-confidence and
self-awareness

Age/stage
band
Making relationships
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Age/stage
band
Managing feelings and
behaviour

Communication and Language
Age/stage
band
Listening and
attention

Age/stage
band
Understanding

Age/stage
band
Speaking

Physical Development
Age/stage
band
Moving and handling

Age/stage
band
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Health and self-care

Parents/carers comments:

Supporting learning and development
At nursery

At home

Is further assessment needed? Yes/No
Please state suggested services to contact
Health visitor

Medical centre/surgery

I give permission for information from this
review of my child’s learning and
development to be shared with other
professionals and additional assessments
be made if considered needed.

Parent/carers Signature

Signature of key person:
Print name:
Hard copy signed and given to parents: Yes/No

Policy written 22.11.19
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Beccy Merritt

To be reviewed November 2021
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